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Frida Kahlo (1907–1954) is considered one of the most significant artists of the twentieth
century. Her body of work, consisting of some 250 paintings and drawings, is at once
intensely personal and universal in scope, and relies heavily on the natural world. The
exhibition Frida Kahlo’s Garden transports visitors to Kahlo’s garden with a glimpse into
her life in Mexico to experience her world as she did. Frida Kahlo’s Garden opens
February 1, 2022, at the Chelsea District Library.
The garden at Casa Azul (or Blue House), Kahlo’s lifelong home in Coyoacán, Mexico
City, was a creative refuge and a source of inspiration for the artist and her husband,
Diego Rivera (1886–1957). The garden, which was filled with native plants, housed
Kahlo and Rivera’s collection of pre-Hispanic artifacts and folk art displayed on a
four-tiered pyramid inspired by the Mesoamerican city of Teotihuacan. This exhibition
offers insights into the ways in which the garden at Casa Azul, the diversity of plant life in
Mexico, and the rich cultural history of the country nourished the creativity of the world’s
great artists.
Often overshadowed by her husband’s career and the traumatic events in her life, this
exhibition approaches Kahlo from a different angle, to broaden the discussion of the
artist by focusing on the influence of her surrounding environment, both natural and
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nationalistic. This approach examines her garden, her home, and the revolutionary
influences that impacted her life.
Kahlo’s works are filled with colorful and compelling depictions of flowers, foliage, and
fruits, many native to Mexico. Her choice of botanical imagery reflects the embrace of
archetypal Mexican indigenous and natural elements that defined art in the decades
following the Mexican Revolution (1910–20). Through her profoundly personal paintings,
which convey cultural, spiritual, and intimate messages, her reverence for nature, and
her nationalistic fashion sense, Kahlo has become an icon within the artistic world.
The artwork of Frida Kahlo’s Garden will be located not only in the McKune Room, but
also throughout the library. Visitors will enjoy an immersive experience with live plants,
iconic photographs of the artist and her home and garden, reproductions of several of
her paintings, a dress from the Mexican state of Oaxaca where Kahlo sourced much of
her attire, and examples of folk art collected by Kahlo and Rivera. Additionally, visitors
will learn about Mexican culture, including traditional festivities, and agricultural
practices. Throughout February and March, CDL will offer programs inspired by Frida
Kahlo including learn to paint classes, an informative class regarding the hidden
meanings of plants in famous works of art from the Detroit Institute of Arts, and more.
Please visit art.chelseadistrictlibrary.org/frida-kahlos-garden for more details and to
register.

Exhibition: Frida Kahlo’s Garden
Host Organization: Chelsea District Library
Runs: February 1, 2022–March 16,2022
Gallery Hours:
● Mondays–Thursday 9am–7:30pm
● Fridays: 10am–5:30pm
● Saturdays: 10am–2:30pm
● Sundays 1–4:430pm
Location: 221 South Main Street, Chelsea, MI 48118
Contact: 734.475.8732 | art.chelseadistrictlibrary.org/frida-kahlos-garden
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This exhibition is made possible by NEH on the Road, a special initiative of the National
Endowment for the Humanities. Frida Kahlo’s Garden is adapted from the
exhibition, FRIDA KAHLO: ART, GARDEN, LIFE, organized by guest curator Adriana
Zavala at The New York Botanical Garden. It was made possible with major funding from
the Institute of Museum and Library Services, Karen Katen Foundation, The LuEsther T.
Mertz Charitable Trust, MetLife Foundation, National Endowment for the Arts, National
Endowment for the Humanities, New York State Council on the Arts with the support of
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, and Gillian and Robert
Steel. It was adapted and toured for NEH on the Road by the Mid-America Arts Alliance.

About Us: Chelsea District Library is a not for profit organization whose mission is
engage, inspire, and equip through evolving services and resources. The Library
currently serves 15,010 residents in the Chelsea area including the City of Chelsea plus
Dexter, Lima, Lyndon and Sylvan townships. More than 16,000 individuals visit the
Library each month. For more information visit chelseadistrictlibrary.org.
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