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Panelist Laurie D. Brewis, Attorney and Counselor at
Law
Laurie is an Attorney practicing with the TGQ Law Firm.
She received her law degree from Michigan State
University Law and has been a member of the State Bar
of Michigan since 2001. Laurie focuses her practice
primarily in the areas of Estate Planning and Consulting,
Probate Law, Elder Law, Special Needs Planning and is
Accredited by the Veteran’s Administration. In addition
to the practice of law, Laurie teaches Health Care Law
at the University of Michigan, Flint in their Health Care
Administrator's program.
Laurie and her husband, Jeff, live in the Village of
Manchester with their two children, their two dogs,
Greta, a Rottweiler that believes she is a tiny lap dog,
and Chewbacca (Chewy), furry little mutt who is a total
attention hog.
Laurie believes that a life well lived is a life giving back. She spends time serving where she has
a passion and feels that she can have a positive impact. Currently, Laurie is a volunteer board
member for several non-profit organizations including Acorn Farmers’ Market and Cafe, Blue
Star Service Dogs, Diuble Vision Foundation, and the Manchester Ladies Society. She also
serves on the Village of Manchester’s Planning Commission.
Mostly, she is focused and fervent about making sure we are all prepared for our inevitable end
with as much humor and gratitude as possible.
Moderator Sharee Burkel has 15 years’ experience in
the financial services industry, with a focus on helping
clients plan for their future and navigate life-changing
events. She left the financial services industry in 2019 to
focus on her business, The QDRO Company, LLC, a
company that consults on and drafts applicable court
orders for the division of retirement plans pursuant to
divorce.
Sharee is active in her community, currently serving on
the Board of Directors of the Collaborative Practice
Institute of Michigan and the Chelsea Field Hockey club,
and as a volunteer for the Chelsea Education Foundation.
In her spare time, Sharee enjoys spending time with her
family, especially watching her daughter play field hockey,
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tennis, and the viola. Sharee enjoys being physically active by playing tennis or spinning, and
she loves traveling and being anywhere “Up North.” An Ohio native, Sharee has lived in
Michigan since 1996 and has most definitely become a Wolverine – GO BLUE!!
Panelist Susan Jacobs, CPA, PC., Sue is a Certified Public
Accountant in public practice for 33 years. Her firm is
located at 102 E. Middle Street, in downtown Chelsea. Her
tax practice focuses on individuals, concentrating on tax
preparation and tax planning.
“Clients come to me for a variety of reasons,” said Jacobs.
“Some examples include: wading through the complexities of
income tax preparation, educating themselves with the tax
implications of a financial decision, helping to understand
income choices in regard to the Affordable Care Act, help
filling out the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student
Aid) form, or a response to an IRS letter or collection
attempt.”
Jacobs wants to help clients with everything from sharing consulting advice and ideas to
working through complex financial and tax issues to helping a young person learn about their
profession. She works with a network of attorneys, bankers, and other CPAs.
Jacobs and her husband moved to Chelsea in 1994 and raised two children. She has had her
downtown office since 2005.
“I love living and having a business in Chelsea,” said Jacobs. “Not only do I see clients when
they come into my office, but also I see them at the local stores and restaurants, which allows
me to get to know them better. Knowing this community also allows me to volunteer where I can
apply my skills to help various organizations.”
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Panelist Randall Ross, Vice President, Philanthropic
Services, Community Foundation of Southeast
Michigan, Advisory Committee Member - Chelsea
Community Foundation
A longtime leader within the Community Foundation of
Southeast Michigan’s (Community Foundation)
Philanthropic Services department, Randy now serves
as the Vice President. Since joining the Community
Foundation in 2005, Randy has been committed to
helping donors accomplish what they are passionate
about and helping nonprofit organizations to build capital
through permanent endowments. Randy also works
closely with professional advisors, individuals, families,
and businesses in developing their charitable giving to
help them make their impact on our region felt today and
for generations to come.
A native of the region, making an impact in southeast Michigan through the Community
Foundation’s work is close to his heart. He is a trusted advisor to high net worth families and
organizations building endowments. He is a Member, Planned Giving Roundtable of Southeast
Michigan, Association of Fundraising Professionals Greater Detroit, Advancement Network, and
21/64 Trainers’ Network. Randy has a Bachelor of Arts, and Sociology and Master of Social
Work from the University of Michigan.

Panelist Kristen M. Roy, CFP®, CDFA®, APMA ®
Nelson, Kellman & Associates, a private wealth
advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services,
LLC. The private wealth advisory practice enhances
the financial mindset for families, professionals and
retirees. In addition, they focus on specialized financial
planning areas including Divorce Financial Analysis
and Special Needs Planning. They pride themselves
on taking clients to places they would not go on their
own through comprehensive financial planning and
goal-focused asset management, including charitable
gifting strategies and multigenerational planning.

www.chelseafoundation.org | www.chelseadistrictlibrary.org | www.chelseaeducationfoundation.org

Charitable Giving: Give the Gifts That Give Back!
Charitable Giving Seminar May 11, 2022
Panelists & Moderator Biographies

As a Certified Financial Planner™ Practitioner and a Certified Divorce Financial Analyst® within
our firm, Kristen has a passion for supporting those in transition, especially pre-, during, and
post-divorce. She also enjoys working with women who are the primary wage earners in their
households. She relates closely with this market having personal experience herself as her
husband, Tommy, is a stay-at-home father and a vital support to their family’s growth. Together,
they are raising their three children in the Saline area.
Kristen devotes much of her successes to their amazing team and the ongoing support of her
family and close friends. She is honored to be in the position to help clients achieve the goals
they set as well as the goals they weren’t sure were possible.
P.S. Recipient of the 2021 Ameriprise Client Service Award! Kristen is committed to delivering
exceptional service and to help her clients reach their financial goals.
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